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\Ruins  Mark  Site  of 
Lincoln's  'Home  Town'\ 


This  Is  all  that  Is  left  of  "Jonesboro"  Tanlshed  tillage,  where 
one*  Abraham  ticoln  clerked  in  a  store  which  stood  on  the  present 
■»lt*  of  the  house  in  the  picture. 

'  Mrs  George  Bullock  (right)  has  Hied  in  this  house  for  years. 
Her  daughter,  seen  with  her  in  the  picture,  Is  a  teacher,  and  historian 
of  Lincoln's  ^^"^^^jjU   ?avw»    w-h  • 


AN  old  brick  house  ...  a  few 
vestiges  of  former  habitations 
.  .  and  green,  rolling  hills  are 
all  that  remain  of  Jonesboro,  Abe 
Lincoln's  "old  home  town." 

One  mile  west  on  a  dirt  road 
from  Gentryville,  ind.,  38  miles 
from  Evausville.  stands  the  sol- 
itary structure,  now  occupied  by 
I  Mr.'  and  Airs.  George  B.  Bullock, 
who -bought  the  place  40  years  ago 
from ,  William  Jones,  one-time  em- 
plover  of  the  rail,  splitter. 

The  ruins  of  other  structures, 
such  as  imbedded  chimney  bricks, 
may  he  seen  in  the  yard  of  the 
Bullock  home. 

|  Many  a  day,  the  young  Lincoln 
clerked  in  the  Jones  store,  on  the 
site  next  to  where  the  house  now 

islands  .  .  .  many  a  night,  he  met 
the  boys  in  front  of  the  store,  and 
swapped  yarns 


Lincoln  City  is  now    found,  but 
there  was     no  town  there  then,! 
Jonesboro  being  the  nearest  settle-! 
ment.     This  town  died   with   the  | 
establishment    of    Gentryville  in 
1832.  ! 

The  exodus  of  the  family  in 
1830  was  really  a  last  drive  for 
freedom,  the  result  of  an  inborn 
urge  to  do  bigger  and  better 
things.  Captain  "Bill"  Jones,  son 
of  the  storekeeper,  told  that  the 
Lincolns  stopped  on  their  way 
thru  Jonesboro,  and  bought  va- 
rious articles  to  be  peddled  on  the 
way.  That  night  while  they 
camped,  their  oxen  escaped,  Abe 
finding  them  near  Dale  (four  miles 
north),  in  the  morning.  That  day 
they  lorded  Lfttle  Pigeon  creek 
and  Jonesboro  .■  saw  them  as  a 
family  no  more. 

On  Ciunpaign 
Lincoln  himsllf  returned  some 


waippeu  value.  lu.muv-.^   

When  business  was  slack,  and  years  later  on  a  campaign  tour 
William  Jones  could  not  afford  to  |  He  and  "Nat"  Grigsby,  a  boyhood 
keep  his  "help",  Abe  would  serve  |  friend,  stayed  overnight  in  the 
the  farmers  of  the    neighborhood  brick  house  now   standing.  Nat 


as  a  hired  band. 

Even  then,  Lincoln  was  locally 
famous  for  his  story-telling  abil- 
ity. It  is  told  that  he  often  kept 
people  around  the  store  until  mid- 
night listening  to  him. 

Unlucky  at  loie 
The    young    Lincoln    went  to 
ic-hool  about  a    year    in    all  at 


told  later  that  during  the  night  a 
cat  meowed.  Lincoln  got  up, 
walked  to  the  hall  door,  called 
"kitty,  kitty,"  and  put  the  cat  out. 

When  Lincoln  became  president, 
an  acquaintance  from  Gentryville, 
where  all  the  Inhabitants  moved, 
called  at  the  White  House  to  nee 
him.    Lincoln  asked  if  anyone  at 


SCUOOl     U.UUUL  J"    UlUl.       ujilluiu    ao»<.u    <■  ~ — 

Jonesboro,  where  the  school  house  t,he  0i(i  home  town  had  voted  for 
stood  on  the  ridge  directly  south !llim_ 

of  the  store.  About  this  time,  Lin-;  «N-0  not  one,"  replied  his  guest, 
coin  had  some  of  his  first  troubles  "^'e're  all  Democrats  out  there  and 
with  the  girls.  He  was  shy,  awk-  the  best  we  could  remember,  you 
ward  and' certainly  not  handsome.  |  djdu-t  Iook  or  act  any  more  like 
according  to  the  common  stand-]  a  p resident  than  I  do!"  ■  >. 
ards.  I 

Nothing  can  be  proved  just  how 
he  fared  with  the  fair  sex,  but  he, 
did  not  marry— and  two  ladies  of 
the  vicinity  boasted  to  their  dying 
day  that  they  had  once  v  [used 
Lincoln. 

The  Lincoln  home  stood 


Rail  -Splitter  Began  Writ 
ing  Rhymes  at 
Early,  Aae  i 

The  love  of  books  was  a  passion 
and  a  worship  in  the  young  Lin- 
coln, and  was  pronounced  even  in 
his  early  years  in  Kentucky  and 
Indiana.  j 

The  farm  boys  who  hung  around 
Jones'  store  In  Gentryville  used' 
to  talk  about  Abe,  and  how  he'dj 
stretch  out  full  length  before  the] 
'fire  in  the  cabin  and  read  until, 
past  midnight  every  night— and  | 
write  on  a  coal  shovel  with  a  piece 
of  charcoal. 

I    Abe  picked  the  "Kentucky  Pre- 
ceptor"  to   pieces.    When  he  got 
'hold  of  a  hook  of  Bobby  Burns' 
ipoems,   he  began  writing  rhymes 
'himself.    He  wrote  letters  for  the 
farmers.    He  got  into  the  habit  of 
reading  out  loud,  and  would  weigh 
iwords     carefully,     rolling  them 
!  under  his  tongue. 
I    He  went  to  school  in  southern 
Indiana,  but  he  couldn't  get  enough 
;out  of  school.    He  read  the  family 
Bible   thru   and   figured   his  way 
thru    the    dog-eared  arithmetic. 
,  Somehow,  according  to  historians, 
he  obtained  such  books  as  "Robin- 
sou  Crusoe,"  "The  Life  of  Francis 
Marion,"     "Pilgrim's  Progress," 


j  "Aesop's  Fables,"  and  one  book 
especially,  "The  Life  of  George 
Washington  With  Curious  Auec- 
i  dotes,  Equally  Honorable  to  Him- 
self and  Exemplary  to  His  Young 
!  Countrymen." 

First  Law  Book 
The  first  law  book  he  ever  put 
his  hands  on  was  borrowed  from 
Dave  Turnham,  the  constable.  The 
title  page  of  the  book  avowed  that 
,it  contained — "The  revised  laws  of 
Indiana,  adopted  and  enacted  by 
the  general  assembly  at  their 
eighth  session.  To  which  are  pre- 
fixed the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  Constitution  of  the 
Uniteu  States,  the  Constitution  of 
the  state  of  Indiana,  and  sundry 
other  documents  connected  with 
the  political  history  of  the  terri- 
tory and  the  state  of  Indiana. 
Arranged  and  published  by  the 
authority  of  the  general  assembly." 

In  the  year  1828,  when  Lincoln 
was  19  years  old,  and  on  his  trip 
to  New  Orleans  and  back  by  boat, 
he  was  reading  during  spare  mo- 
ments, "The  Columbian  Class 
Book"  and  "The-  Kentucky  Pre- 
ceptor." 
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(By  William  L.  ,Ba*]";r*      the  trading  point  and 
The  Jonesboro  -Jfc^f^^fiiS^ 

sssw H^-«-c^lnS  as  wast 

were  still  £k  and  some  ^^^Sli  meager  school- 

tion  stones  and  chimney     that  Abraham  Lincoln  receive  trees> 
It  was  here,  and  hereabout,  that  a      .  hboring  farms   chopp ea  ^ 
■ng,  worked  as  chore  boy  on  the      8         butchered  hogs  anO 
split  rails,  helped  his  father  bmio  hg  ^       reputation  a ^the 
I  Colonel  William  Jones  store ,™       he  bought  the  thirty-8«  d  ^ 
teller  in  the  settlem ent.    K  the  way  to  IUin^s  and  God 

of  merchandise  that  he  Pf  hered  to  bid  the  LV£°ein0id%prings,  gushing 
the  friends  and  neighbor &  county,  Illinois.  i^p°^UIfdary  0f  Pig»on 
speed  on  their  3«u™etyhet0hgr?ock  bluff  that  marks  the ^boundary  ^ 

ter^  g^ssa  a«ga-yiss£ 

—  8i3K«S*5  StfjffiSS  Se^vSlingV  bluff, 
ing  stairway  and  *$"*£*g£ke£  have  been  removed  yed 

ihe  pres  ent  site  of ^yviUe,^  ™**f^uj&^ln  the  two 

west  trough  Gontryvm  ^  wh£n  preparing  her  Lite  o1  ,he  mentions 

sssssr  s  w, w^sr  f. 

<,(  twenty-seven  pages  to  nis  m  Herndon  s  Lite  ot  i„diana. 

°„ly  and  Jonesboto  *.f»^0^S  pages  c°vT"f,e  had  but  litt"e  Sood 
mention  of  Jonesboro  in  the  torty  .paH-JjW  D„J,imoinBthe 

0I  Senator  Bwento^J of  Abraham  Lm™ta.  history. 
SJSr-W  SSSSi  GV^^r^StoTS  ha»e  nothing  to 

sr.fi  sat    g  w js**  «ssij«s  t**.  -  *. 

Salem,  Illinois,  .     f  militia  in  the  BiacK.  ,         has  been 

merchant,  WfcojbgjggJ"^^  years  of  S'the  State 

;  resentative  in  the  legislature,  *  minGls>   it  remains  now  j  te  the 

rebuilt  and  restored  by  the  P^P1*     Indiana  Lincoln  Union  to  coi  v 

SfSSS  in\tto"eto°wS0i  is  so  iustiy  entity   = 


Jonesboro,  Indiana 


/ 


IONESBOROPICN.C  BIG 

store 

cennes,  it  is  claimed. 

Plans    for  bringing   affidavits  of 
pionSr  residents  of  this  section  to 
pTovethat  Lincoln .traveled  over ■£» 
route  in  Illinois  before  the  Indiana 
Memorial  Lincoln  ffigwy™* 
sion   were   outlined  by  W ^™  ^ 
■Rarker     president    of   the  warric* 
County  Lincoln  Route  association,  He 
Sso  delivered  the  address  of  welcome. 
■    ludtre  Union  W.  Youngblood,  the 
principal  speaker  on  the  program, 
read  a  poem  composed  by  Ab^*}a^ 
Lincoln  in  1844,  in  which  ^  told  of 
boyhood     life     around  Jonesboro 
Yountrblood  also  described  the  youtn 
of  Lincoln  in  1830  and  stressed  the 
?mPoitancne  of  building  the  memorial 
highway  over  the  proper  route. 

A  number  of  affidavits  were  read 
bv  George  W.  Bullock  of  Gentryville 
tending  to  show  that  the  Lincolns 
SveS  through  Jonesboro,  Boon- 
X  Lynnville,  Winslow and  Vm- 
ppnnes  on  their  way  to  Illinois.  Mrs. 
Arietta  F.  Bullock  of 
her  original  poem,  "Old  Time  laies 
Told  of  Jonesboro. 

In   closing   the   program,    «•  u: 
Thompson,  ^ansville    chapman  of 

+hP  Gentrvville  committee  m  cnarge 
o^th^aSr,  stressed  th< j^porto^e 
of  the  work  being  done  by  the  war 
"county  group  in  its  compilation 


of  a  100-page  brief  to  be  presented  to 
i?he  Indiana Lincoln  Trail  commission. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Tullis  gave  the  in- 
vention and  community  singing  was 
l/l  bv  E-ncst  W.  Owen,  of  Boonville. 
vlic  was  furnished  by  the  Hoosier 
fe-XVar.d  of  Dale,  and  readings 
v.-creVivcn  by  Miss  Betty  Meyer  and 
Ivliss  Martha  £chlimraer,  both  of  Ev- 1 

CrfvV-v-i—  the  program,  visits  were 
r-i^e  to  the  old  ford  of  Little  Pigeon 
creek,  where  the  Lincolns  crossed  A 
picnic  supper  was  served  atBot. lock 
in  the  afternoon,  with  Mesdames  n. 
0.  Thompson,  Arietta  BullocV ■  L.  K 
Plark  Fannie  Roach  and  William 
Wursic    and    Philip    Lutz,    Jr.,  in 

ChThgee'  committee   from  Gentryville 

romi^ 

Es^^oIeTSSff^ 
English  coins  Lincoln  traded  for 
goods  m  Jones'  store,  was  among 
those  present, 


JONESBORO  PICNIC  BIG 

In  s^nte**of^  tn^*in^nsC  heat  the 
people  of  Spencer  and  Warrick  coun- 
ties turned  out  in  goodly  numbers 
Sunday  to  attend  the  picnic  and  pro- 
gram at  Jonesboro,  given  in  honor  of 
the  part  this  little  village  played  in 
the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  where  he 
served  as  a  clerk  in  the  old  Jones 
store. 

It  was  from  this  historic  spot,  just 
a  mile  west  of  Gentryville,  that  the 
Lincoln  family,  started  for  Illinois  in 
1830,  passing  along  through  Warrick 
county,  into  Pike  county,  and  to  Vin- 
cennes,  it  is  claimed. 

Plans  for  bringing  affidavits  of 
pioneer  residents  of  this  section  to 
prove  that  Lincoln  traveled  over  this 
route  in  Illinois  before  the  Indiana 
Memorial  Lincoln  Highway  commis- 
sion were  outlined  by  William  L. 
Barker,  president  of  the  Warrick 
County  Lincoln  Route  association.  He 
also  delivered  the  address  of  welcome. 

'  Judge  Union  W.  Youngblood,  the 
principal  speaker  on  the  program, 
read  a  poem  composed  by  Abraham. 
Lincoln  in  1844,  in  which  he  told  of 
boyhood  life  around  Jonesboro. 
Youngblood  also  described  the  youth 
of  Lincoln  in  1830  and  stressed  the 
importance  of  building  the  memorial 
highway  over  the  proper  route. 

A  number  of  affidavits  were  read 
by  George  W.  Bullock  of  Gentryville 
tending  to  show  that  the  Lincolns 
traveled  through  Jonesboro,  Boon- 
ville,  Lynnville,  Winslow  and  Virir 
cennes  on  their  way  to  Illinois.  Mrs. 
Arietta  F.  Bullock  of  Jonesboro  gave 
her  original  ppern,  "Old  Thne  Tales 
Told  of  Jonesboro." 

In  closing  the  program,  H.  Q. 
Thompson,  Evansville,  chairman  of« 
the  Gentryville  committee  in  charge 
of  the  affair,  stressed  the  importance 
of  the  work  being  done  by  the  War- 
r.ounty  group  in  its  compilation 


of  a  100-page  brief  to  be  presented  to 
the  Indiana  Lincoln  Trail  commission. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tullis  gave  the  in- 
vocation,  and  community  singing  was 
led  by  Ernest  W.  Owen,  of  Boonville. 
Music  was  furnished  by  the  Hoosier 
string  band  cf  Dale,  and  readings 
were  {riven  by  Miss  Betty  Meyer  and 
Miss  Martha  Echlimmer,  both  of  Ev- 
cn.Fvil'.e. 

Following  the  program,  visits  were 
made  to  the  eld  ford  of  Little  Pigeon 
creek,  where  the  Lincolns  crossed.  A 
picnic  supper  was  served  at  5  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  with  Mesdames  H. 
0.  Thompson,  Arietta  Bullock,  L.  B. 
Clark,  Fannie  Roach  and  William 
Wursic  and  Philip  Lutz,  Jr.,  in 
charge. 

The  committee  from  Gentryville 
was  composed  of  L.  B.  Clark,  Ed  Bul- 
lock, A.  H.  Woodall  and  Ely  Grigsby. 
John  Crooks,  of  Evansville,  who  had 
in  his  possession  one  of  the  two  rare 
English  coins  Lincoln  traded  for 
goods  in  Jones'  store,  was  among 
those  present, 


JONESBORO  HISTORIC  PROGRAM 

\  ~~ ~\  \  ~  \  \ 
Jonesboro,  now  reduced  froma  clus- 
ter of  buildings  to  one  brick  resi- 
dence, was  the  site  on  which  about 
]00  persons  assembled  last  Sunday 
afternoon  to  listen  to  a  program  of 
history  of  the  Lincoln  period. 

Rev.  M.  L.  Tullis  gave  the  invoca- 
tion and  Ernest  W.  0-*-en  at  the  pi- 
ano led  the  community  singing. 

"»\  illiam  L.  Barker,  president  of 
th  ■  Warrick  County  Historical  So- 
ciety, gave  the  address  of  welcome 
and  stressed  the  importance  of  secur- 
ing proof  of  the  route  traveled  by 
the  Lincoln  family  in  the  journey  to 
Illinois. 

Judge  Union  W.  Youngblood.  of 
Bo'.mville,-  followed  and  in  his  talk 
react  from  Lincoln's  published  letters 
feme  of  the  references  of  the  neigh- 
borhood scenes  in  and  about  Jones- 
ibovo,  and  advocated  the  building  of 
the  memorial  highway  over  the 
proper  rcute;  and  in  support  of  this 
George  W.  Bullock,  of  Gentryville, 
read  a  number  of  affidavits. 

Music  was  furnished  by  the  Hoos- 
ier  String  Band,  of  Dale,  and  read- 
ings were  given  by  Miss  Betty  Meyer 
and  Miss  Martha  Schlimmer,  both  of 
Evansville.  H.  O.  Thompson,  Evans- 
ville,  was  chairman  for  this  meeting. 

Lewis  Woolfolk,  D.  S.  Barker  and 
C.  T.  Baker,  of  Grandview,  attended 
this  meeting. 


LINCOLN  PICTURES 


D.  VV.  Griffith's  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
Rockport  Pageant  at  RockpOrt 
July  5th,  6ih  and  7th. 

The  Spencer  County  Historical  So- 
ciety will  pr&sent  the  two  pictures, 
D.  W..  Griffith's  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
the  Lincoln  Pageant  at  the  Alharribra 
Tncatre,  Rockport,  July  5th,  6th  and 
7th,  being  next  Sunday,  Monday  and 
Tuesday. 

I).  W.  Griffith's  "Abraham  Lincoln" 
is  truly  a  wonderful  presentation  of 
Lincoln's  life  except  the  Indiana  pe- 
?iod  of  fourteen  years,  which  have 
been  omitted.  There  is  no  recogni- 
tion of-  these  years  spent  in  Spencer 
county.  The  scene  moves  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Illinois  without  one  worG 
or  picture  of  Indiana. 

The  Spencer  County  Historical  So- 
ciety is  having  shown  with  this  pic- 
lure  the  film  "Lincoln's  Early  Indi- 
ana Life,"  which  includes  scenes  of 
historic  spots  in  Spencer  county,  pic- 
tures of  people  who  lived  in  Spencer 
county  when  the  Lincolns  lived  he»e, 
and  pageant  scenes  from  "When  Lin- 
coln Went  Flatboating  From  Rock- 
port."  These  pictures  endeavor  t° 
show  the  outstanding  events  of  Lin- 
coln's life  in  Indiana  and  thus  com- 
plete the  missing  link  in  the  Griffith 
picture.  j 
The  filming  of  these  pageant  scenes 
was  done  in  order  to  preserve  for 
historical  reference  in  the  future  the 
woik  done  by  Spencer  county  for  the  j 
''Lincoln  Inquiry"  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  her  ccuniy  history.  In  one 
hundred  years  the  value  of  this  hi  | 
toric  film  will  be  very  great  and,  with 
its  cast  of  characters  as  named  in 
the  pageant  bock,  will  become  Spen- 
cer County  History. 

The  filming  of  this  picture  was 
made  possible  by  the  actors  in  the 
patreant,  the  Spencer  County  Histor- 
ical Society,  the  president  and  execu- 
tive  committee  of  the  Southwestern 
Indiana  Historical  Society,  its  presi- 
dent emeriitus7  Judge  ~John  E.  Igie- 
hart.  of  Evansville,  and  by  the  finan- 
cial assistance  of  Mr.  John  L.  Igle- 
barc,  of  Evansville  and  New  York, 
whose  philanthropies  are  well  known 
throughout  "The  Pocket."  The  ac- 
tors will  be  interested  in  seeing 
themselves  in  the  movies  and  to  know 
that  they  will  become  a  part  of  a 
film  record  of  an  historic  event. 

lake  your  friends  with  you  to  see 
this  presenation  of  these  famous  his- 
tor;c  pictures. 
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